2i6            Madame de Stael.

France of 1789. The national revolution can
only be realized in Germany by the " Prussian
Spur," and it will in turn uncrown the Ger-
many of 1810. The charm of that Germany
is her very misfortune and oppression. The
ideal is the consolation of the afflicted whose
kingdom is not of this world. In becoming
national, united, strong, in being inspired by
"egotistic patriotism" and "national preju-
dices" which Madame de Stael desires for
them because these fall under the conditions
necessary to the independence and power of
great peoples, the Germans will lose their
apparent simplicity and all the poetical attri-
butes of weakness. Madame de Stael never
perceived this, for it would have been neces-
sary for her to glance ahead through half a
century and take in the significance of three
revolutions. But amid the fright and bewilder-
ment of the Napoleonic conquests she dis-
cerned the steady and firm advance of national
ideas in Germany, and that was much indeed.

Nobody has disputed her, but many have
blamed her. Recent criticism has shown more
severity and injustice on this point than even
the Napoleonic censure. Madame de StaeFs
hope was rash, they say; patriotism should
have forbidden her to harbor such a hope ; to
publish it was almost equivalent to treason.re and dethroned the of losingil who is the con-d in all the
